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those who may possibly undertake to experiment on
their own account.
However, let none lightly enter upon the task,
unless they are adapted for the work.   Many persons
have   very   foolishly   done   so—commenced   to   try
experiments with no other knowledge than that of
having seen some other person's experiment.   Some
years ago I gave a successful series of demonstrations
at the Queen's  Rooms, Bold  Street,  Liverpool.     A
gentleman residing in  Bootle was  present with his
family one evening.   On returning home he thought,
for the "fun of the thing," he (would "try his hand."
He had no   doubt but he  could do just as well as
myself, as he afterward told me.   He succeeded in
putting his footman asleep, and of getting him to do
several things, which he (the gentleman), his family,
and servants enjoyed amazingly.   He was in raptures
.with his more than   expected  success, the  subject
being exceedingly passive and docile in his hands.
He however, forgot how to de-mesmerise, or wake the
subject up.    Becoming   perplexed   and   excited, the
poor footman followed suit.    One person suggested
one thing, another, another thing.    This gentleman
tried to carry out the various suggestions, but the poor
victim was fast   retrograding   from bad to   worse.
Smelling salts  were applied to  his nose and  water
thrown over him; these efforts only unduly excited
him.    He groaned and cried, and acted in a very
strange manner.   A messenger was sent into tawn; at
considerable trouble I was found, and at four o'clock
in the  morning arrived at his  house.   I saw how
thing stood, and proceeded to demesmerise his foot-
man by the following process:—I got every person in
the house who had touched the young man to take
hands and join in a cirde, the gentleman iwho had
mesmerised the youth taking his (the footman's left
hand, while I completed the circle by taking his right
hand.   I counselled  passivity and  calmness  on all,
and explained to them the risk of indiscriminating
experiments, and the dangers which might arise there-
from, and pointed out that this,was a bad case of

